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Levx, Mark B

From: Levy, Mark B

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 3:37 PM

To: Samlane Ketevong

Cc: ccarter@abcop.org

Subject: educational requirements and testing parameters - Pedorthics

Please assist me as | seek to provide objective data for the Board’s consideration. We are seeking to determine an
appropriate evidentiary basis to address any questions regarding testing administered for Ohio licensure beginning in
2013. | will apologize on the front end if any of the language or process assumptions indicated below are

erroneous. Feel free to correct any question or statement which you believe is stated improperly or indicates an
incorrect assumption.

1. Can you identify and document a date when ABC adopted NCOPE educational standards as the benchmark for its
pedorthic program?

a. Please state the date

b. Please provide a satisfactory reference that could be used to confirm

2. Can you identify and document the date when the current ABC test for certification in pedorthics was adopted?
a. Please state the date
b. Please provide a satisfactory reference that could be used to confirm

3. Canyou identify and document the Practice Analysis or Job Analysis that was performed from which the current test
was developed?
a. Please provide the document or a link to the document

4. Is there an entity external to ABC that reviews the ABC certified pedorthist exam and determines whether it is an
appropriate instrument to test for the learning expected to be derived from the NCOPE educational requirements?
a. Please identify the entity
b. Please document the analysis

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. | look forward to receiving your response.

Mark B. Levy, Board Director

State Board of Orthotics, Prosthetics and Pedorthics
77 S. High St., 18th Floor

Columbus, OH 43215

tel: 614-466-1157

fax: 614-387-7347

email: bopp@exchange.state.oh.us

website: http://opp.ohio.gov
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August 24, 2012

Mark B. Levy, Board Director

Ohio Board of Orthotics, Prosthetics and Pedorthics
77 S. High Street, 18th Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Phone: (614) 466-1157

Fax: (614) 387- 7347

RE: Educational Requirements and Testing Parameters - Pedorthist

The following is the American Board for Certification in Orthotics, Prosthetics and
Pedorthics (ABC) response to your request for information concerning our
educational requirements and examination parameters. We have formatted our
response to match the four questions you sent.

1. Can you identify and document a date when ABC adopted NCOPE educational
standards as the benchmark for its Pedorthist programs?

The National Commission on Orthotic and Prosthetic Education (NCOPE) is a
501(c) (3) non-profit organization. In December 1999 NCOPE became an
incorporated accreditation agency and totally independent from any other O&P
organizations. The Corporation is organized and operated for scientific, educational
and charitable purposes. Effective January 1, 2009, the approval of pre-certification
courses for the profession of pedorthics began under the organizational umbrella of
NCOPE. The Commission on Accreditation of Pedorthic Education (CAPE)
dissolved as a corporation and is now functioning as a committee under NCOPE. All
previously accredited CAPE programs were initially NCOPE approved. Between
2007 and 2009 ABC required all that applicants for pedorthist certification show
completion of a pedorthic educational program that was approved by the Board for
Certification in Pedorthics (BCP) at the time of the transition of this credential into
ABC (see answer to question #2 below).

Enclosed are two documents. The first is the Standards and Guidelines for the
Accreditation of Educational Programs in Pedorthics. The second document is the
Core Curriculum for Pedorthics (Appendix B of the Standards and Guidelines).
Both of these documents were revised and adopted in 2011.





2. Can you identify and document the date when the current ABC testing regimen for
certification in Pedorthics was adopted?

The ABC certification examinations for the Pedorthist credential began in 2007, coinciding
with the transition of the former Board for Certification in Pedorthics (BCP) into ABC that
year. In 2006 all ABC written exams transitioned to being administered via a computer
based testing (CBT) format. The Pedorthist exam was transitioned from a paper format to
CBT format at that time. Currently the CBT exams are offered four times each year at
approximately 250 testing centers across the country. There are eight testing centers in Ohio
that offer the exams.

Beginning in 2013 the CBT exams will be offered six times per year.

3. Can you identify and document the Practice Analysis or Job Analysis that was performed
from which the current tests were developed?

The current test specifications for ABC’s Pedorthist certification exam are derived from the
Practice Analysis of Certified Pedorthists. This analysis was completed and published in
2009. ABC conducts a practical analysis every five to seven years for each credential we
offer. The report can be found at:
http://www.abcop.org/certification/Pedorthists/Documents/Pedorthic%20Practice%20Analy

sis.pdf

4. 1s there an entity external to ABC that reviews the ABC O&P exams and determines
whether they are appropriate instruments to test for the learning expected to be derived
from the NCOPE educational requirements?

The National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA) is the external agency that
accredits ABC’s credentialing programs. NCCA'’s criteria for the accreditation of
credentialing programs relates to standards for examination administration consistency and
validity. The focus of the NCCA standards is to ensure the appropriateness of each
examination — in terms of content coverage and testing emphasis. In point of fact, within the
discipline of pedorthics, the examination content outlines and the NCOPE standards for
educational outlines are both guided by large-scale investigations known as practice analysis
studies. These studies are routinely performed by ABC and are used to drive the
development of examination content outlines. At the same time, educational curricula are
evaluated against the descriptions of practice validated by the practice analysis study. Asa
third party accrediting body, NCCA looks for evidence that ABC’s examinations
consistently reflect the results of these practice analysis studies.





ABC contracts with Professional Examination Service (PES) for psychometric and test
validation services. Their website is, http://www.proexam.org/ PES assists the subject matter
experts that sit on our examination committee with statistical analysis, validation activities,
individual exam item analysis and standard setting for establishing the passing points the
Pedorthist exam. The exam committee meets annually to approve the new form of the exam,
approve any new questions for the exam, review statistical data from candidate performance
on individual exam items, develop new exam items and perform any revisions on existing
items based on data from candidate performance.

The Core Curriculum for Pedorthics details the requirements for pedorthic educational
institutions as referenced above. That document can be found at,
http://www.ncope.org/assets/pdfs/2011 CPED core curriculum.pdf

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this information. We believe that ABC’s
Pedorthist examination comprehensively assess the knowledge, skills and competencies of
pedorthists. We believe our didactic, analytical problem solving and professional
responsibilities assessments achieve the ultimate goal of protecting the patients served by
pedorthic professionals. Please do not hesitate to contact ABC if you have any further
questions that we can assist with.

Regards,

S,

Samlane Ketevong,

Manager, Credentialing Programs
703-836-7114, ext. 221
sketevong@abcop.org











Levy, Mark B

From: Levy, Mark B

Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2012 5:34 PM
To: Samlane Ketevong

Subject: Follow-up regarding Pedorthic testing
Importance: High

Ms. Ketevong, thank you for the information you provided under your letter date of August 24, 2012. | would
appreciate some clarification. Again, standardized testing is not what | would identify as one of my “fund of knowledge”
areas (although that may be changing!), so if you need to explain why an answer might not be able to be provided that
“fits” the question exactly, please feel free to provide an additional narrative discussion.

1. Inyourresponse to the question “Can you identify and document a date when ABC adopted NCOPE educational
standards ... (Pedorthics)...?”, you provide the following information:
a. NCOPE is a 501-c-3 nonprofit, and became an independent accreditation agency in December 1999.
b. 1/1/2009 is the date Pedorthic pre-certification course approval began under NCOPE
c. CAPE was a predecessor organization providing those standards before 1/1/2009
d. You provide two documents revised and/or adopted in 2011; both of these are NCOPE documents, so | assume
you are providing information as to when NCOPE most recently updated/approved its own standards.

I do not see an answer to the question as to when the American Board for Certification in Orthotics, Prosthetics,
and Pedorthics “adopted” NCOPE standards.

Q1.1 Did ABC formally adopt CAPE standards during the 2007-2009 transition?

Q1.2 Did ABC formally adopt NCOPE standards at any time between 2007 and the present, or does ABC
adoption of NCOPE standards pre-date the acquisition of the Pedorthic/BCP piece of the O&P&Ped puzzle? Can
you document and/or provide a reference?

2. Inyour response to the question “Can you identify and document the date when the current ABC testing regimen
for certification in Pedorthics was adopted?” you state that ABC certification exams in Pedorthics began to be
administered in 2007. | believe you are indicating that ABC essentially took over exam administration when it
acquired/merged with BCP, utilizing the same exam. In answer to the previous question, you provided a pair of
NCOPE documents with publication/effective dates in 2011. How should we understand your responses as they
relate to the question regarding ABC adopting the current Pedorthic testing regimen?

Q2.1 Is the “current ABC testing regimen for certification in Pedorthics” the same as was developed by BCP
under CAPE?

Q2.2 Does the 2011 publication/updating of NCOPE foundational documents in pedorthics represent the

adoption of a new or updated testing regimen?

4. Inyour response to question 4, you identify two external entities that review and/or assist in developing appropriate
testing items and protocols, but the only documentation you reference is the NCOPE Core Curriculum.





Q4.1 Canyou document the date, and provide a satisfactory reference to confirm, when NCCA accredited ABC’s
credentialing program in Pedorthics?

Q 4.2 Canyou document the date, and provide a satisfactory reference to confirm, when PES most recently
assisted “with statistical analysis, validation activities, individual exam item analysis and standard setting for
establishing the passing points the Pedorthist exam.”?

Thank you for your cooperation with our fact finding process as regards this matter. | would appreciate a timely
response to this additional inquiry.

Respectfully,

Mark B. Levy, Board Director

State Board of Orthotics, Prosthetics and Pedorthics
77 S. High St., 18th Floor

Columbus, OH 43215

tel: 614-466-1157

fax: 614-387-7347

email: bopp@exchange.state.oh.us

website: http://opp.ohio.gov
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August 31, 2012

Mark B. Levy, Board Director

Ohio Board of Orthotics, Prosthetics and Pedorthics
77 S. High Street, 18th Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Phone: (614) 466-1157

Fax: (614) 387- 7347

RE: Additional Questions Regarding Educational Requirements and Testing
Parameters — ABC Certified Pedorthist

The following is the American Board for Certification in Orthotics, Prosthetics and
Pedorthics (ABC) response to your email request for additional information
concerning our Pedorthist educational requirements and examination parameters. We
have formatted our response to match the questions you sent.

Q11 DidABC formally adopt CAPE standards during the 2007-2009 trans
transition?

ABC adopted the BCP eligibility criteria for the C.Ped. credential, which
encompassed CAPE approved coursework, when we acquired BCP in 2007.

Q1.2  Did ABC formally adopt NCOPE standards at any time between 2007 and
the present, or does ABC adoption of NCOPE standards pre-date the acquisition of
the Pedorthic/BCP piece of the O&P&Ped puzzle? Can you document and/or
provide a reference?

CAPE ceased to exist as a legal entity as of 1/1/2009. When CAPE was
acquired by  NCOPE as of 1/1/2009 the ABC eligibility criteria
automatically changed to say NCOPE instead of CAPE. The ABC board
did not take formal action; all publications were updated with the new
language.

Q2.1 Is the “current ABC testing regimen for certification in Pedorthics™ the same
as was developed by BCP under CAPE?

The eligibility criteria are the same with one new addition. On 10/21/08 ABC
adopted a new requirement that candidates for Pedorthist certification have a





minimum of 1,000 hours of pedorthic patient care experience in addition to the
approved educational program. The only differences in the “testing regimen” are in
the areas of testing locations, the addition of instant on-screen scoring,

Q2.2 Does the 2011 publication/updating of NCOPE foundational documents in pedorthics
represent the adoption of a new or updated testing regimen?

ABC’s Pedorthic examination committee will be analyzing the new NCOPE
educational standards to determine what changes, if any are needed to the
certification ~exam when we perform the next practice analysis update. Changes to
the exam content are considered once they are reflected in both educational content
and contemporary practice.

Q 4.1 Can you document the date, and provide a satisfactory reference to confirm, when
NCCA accredited ABC’s credentialing program in Pedorthics?

ABC’s Certified Pedorthist program was granted reaccreditation by NCCA on May
13, 2010. Our current accreditation will expire on April 30, 2015. See attached
letter for reaccreditation approval from NCCA.

Q 4.2 Can you document the date, and provide a satisfactory reference to confirm, when
PES most recently assisted “with statistical analysis, validation activities, individual exam
item analysis and standard setting for establishing the passing points the Pedorthist
exam.”?

See attached memo from Professional Examination Service describing the passing
point study accomplished in 2011.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this information. Please do not hesitate to contact
ABC if you have any further questions that we can assist with.

Regards,

S tion,

Samlane Ketevong,

Manager, Credentialing Programs
703-836-7114, ext. 221
sketevong@abcop.org










